
LINCOLN CITY/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
___________________________________________________

P.A.S.:  Street Vacation 03002 DATE:  February 14, 2003

SCHEDULED PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING: DATE:  March 5, 2003

PROPOSAL: Vacate R Street from the east line of 9th Street to the west line of 10th

Street.

LAND AREA: 18,362.5 square feet, more or less

CONCLUSION: The vacation of R Street at this location will relieve some pressures
for parking within Downtown while causing minimal inconvenience to
vehicular and pedestrian traffic patterns.

RECOMMENDATION:  Conforms to the Comprehensive Plan

GENERAL INFORMATION:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: R Street from the east line of 9th Street to the west line of 10th

Street.

LOCATION: 9th and R Streets

APPLICANTS: Journal Star Printing Company Dolores Henkle, et al.
William Johnston 7901 Northshore Drive
926 P Street Lincoln, NE 68516
Lincoln, NE 68508 488-0685
473-7410

OWNERS: Same as Applicants

CONTACTS: Same as Applicants

SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING:

North: Parking lot B-4 Lincoln Center Business
South: Newspaper printing facility B-4 Lincoln Center Business
East: UNL campus P Public

Parking lot B-4 Lincoln Center Business
West: Commercial B-4 Lincoln Center Business
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HISTORY:

Jun 1997 Change of Zone 3060 approved changing the P Public portion and adjoining
property to B-4 Lincoln Center Business.

Mar 1986 Change of Zone 2232 approved changing the B-3 Commercial portion and
adjoining property to B-4 Lincoln Center Business.

May 1979 Prior to the update, the midpoint of this street was the boundary between K
Light Industrial to the west and II Commercial to the east.  After the update,
the midpoint of this street marked the convergence of three districts, B-4
Lincoln Center Business to the northwest, B-3 Commercial  to the northeast,
and P Public to the south.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS:

Downtown Lincoln will continue as the largest commercial district within the city and county.  As both new
construction and reuse of existing structures occurs, the demand for parking services will remain strong.  (F
101)

Employ management techniques to promote the efficient use of parking facilities in the Downtown, including
promotion of parking garages (especially for long term uses by offering discounts, time limits on meters,
and contracts with commercial establishments) and reduced rates on fringe meters to attract parking away
from core areas with high occupancy rates.  (F 101)

Continue and enhance a comprehensive approach to managing and maintaining Downtown parking,
encompassing public and private parking facilities, on-street parking, and fines.  (F 102)

TRAFFIC ANALYSIS:

The current and future classification of both 9th and 10th Streets is Principal Arterial.  The
current and future classification of I-180 is Interstate and Expressway.  The current and
future classification of R Street is Local Street.

ANALYSIS:

1. This is an application to vacate R Street from the east line of 9th Street to the west
line of 10th Street for the purpose of expanding the parking lot of the adjacent
landowners.

2. At this location, R Street is one-way from east to west.  It can only be accessed by
persons traveling north on 10th Street, and its only exit is to turn south on 9th Street. 
R Street does not cross either 9th or 10th Street from this location.  The main
apparent use of R Street is for access to the parking lots of Applicants, as well as
for northbound motorists who need to turn around and head south.  Assumably,
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persons in the latter category can follow the access road to S Street and still
complete a left turn to the south.

3. Lincoln Electric System and Aquila have existing facilities within the proposed
vacation boundaries.  A permanent easement should be established over the entire
vacated area.

4. The Public Works Department recommends approval of this street vacation.

5. The Urban Development Department supports this street vacation.

6. The Lincoln Fire Department does not object to this street vacation.

7. The Lincoln Police Department does not object to this street vacation.

8. Upon approval of this request, Applicants should be required to remove the existing
street returns at both 9th and 10th Streets.  The estimated cost of removal is $6,000. 
In conjunction with the removal, Applicants must submit a plan showing how their
parking lot will operate and apply for curb cut(s) to allow the parking lot to function.

BEFORE THE VACATION REQUEST IS SCHEDULED ON THE CITY COUNCIL
AGENDA THE FOLLOWING MUST BE COMPLETED:

1.1 The provisions of Chapter 14.20 of the Lincoln Municipal Code must be met.

1.2 A permanent public easement over the entire property must be acquired.

1.3 Applicants shall post bond in the amount of $6,000 for the cost of removing
the existing street returns at 9th and 10th Streets.

Prepared by:

______________________
Greg Czaplewski
Planner

F:\FILES\Planning\PC\SAV\03000\SAV03002 9th and R.gsc.wpd
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Zoning:

Zoning Jurisdiction Lines

City Limit Jurisdiction

R-1 to R-8
AG
AGR
R-C
O-1
O-2
O-3
R-T
B-1
B-2
B-3
B-4
B-5
H-1
H-2
H-3
H-4
I-1
I-2
I-3
P

Residential District
Agricultural District
Agricultural Residential District
Residential Convervation District
Office District
Suburban Office District
Office Park District
Residential Transition District
Local Business District
Planned Neighborhood Business District
Commercial District
Lincoln Center Business District
Planned Regional Business District
Interstate Commercial District
Highway Business District
Highway Commercial District
General Commercial District
Industrial District
Industrial Park District
Employment Center District
Public Use District 
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